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Goldwater’s ‘Extremism’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Barry 
Goldwater’s chief speech writer 
in the 1964 presidential cam- 
paign— the man who wrote the 
famed “extremism” speech- 
now speaks approvingly of the 
New Left “Technically/’ says 
Karl Hess, “I am an anarchist” 

Hess, who helped draft both 
the 1960 and 1964 Republican 
Party platforms, said in an in- 
terview that, “I take my stand 
with the anti-authoritarians, and 
so does the New Left” 

“I’m opposed to authority, to 
state authority at every level 
and in every area,” he said. “I 
think people should have the ab- 
solute right to their own lives 
and the control of them and I 
thought this is what the Republi- 


can Party stood for. I think it’s 
turning out not to be the case.” 
As Goldwater’s No. 1 speech- 
writer, Hess was assigned to 
draft the Arizona senator’s 
speech accepting the GOP nomi- 
nation. The final version con- 
tained a phrase— “extremism in 
the defense of liberty is no vice; 
moderation in the pursuit of jus- 
tice is no virtue”— that was to 
be widely interpreted as a chal- 
lenge to Repiilican moderates 
who opposed Goldwater’s con- 
servative views, and had fought 
to deny him the nomination. 

Hess said he still regards 
Goldwater as “the greatest 
American political figures,” and 
indeed he was back in Arizona 
this year helping his old boss to 
regain a seat in the U.S. Senate. 


He also insisted that his think- 
ing on extremism hasn’t 
changed, and that his progres- 
sion from the Political Right to 
New Left involved merely a re- 
turn to his basic philosophical 
position— “Hberatrianism.” 
“This is one of the reasons I 
find many of the statements and 
actions of SDS (Students for a 
Democratic Society) very satis- 
fying. Because they’re following 
the precept of the Declaration of 
Independence.” 

That precept, said Hess, is 
“that if the government steadily 
encroaches on the freedom of 
the individual . . . that it’s the 
right and the responsibility of 
the people to overthrow the gov- 
ernment . . .” 

As Hess’ words echoed opi- 


Writer Turns To New Left 


nions popular among campus 
radicals, so did his appearance, 
notably a gold turtle neck shirt, 
lumberjack boots and sideburns 
at ear lobe length. 

He granted the interview in 
offices from which he and an 
old colleague in the cause of 
conservative politics, columnist 
Ralph de Toledano, put out a 
Washington news letter. It 
should be noted that de Tole- 
dano, who wasn’t present, has 
shown no sign in his writings 
that his convictions have al- 
tered. 

Elaborating upon his own 


change of viewpoint, Hess 
argued: 

“There used to be a very 
strong libertarian tradition on 
the right” even to opposing 
imperial foreign policies on the 
ground that “you can’t have the 
state so powerful that it can go 
rampaging around the world 
without having a state so power- 
ful that it can coerce people at 
home.” 

“The rise of the Soviet Union, 
however, introduced this really 
fanatic anticommunism ... so 
that a lot of people, including 
myself, said: ‘Look, because of 


the threat of Soviet Communism 
we’ve got to forget all erf this 
tradition and we’ve got to have 
a very powerful state now to 
combat this monster.’ That’s 
where conservatism grew up to 
what we now know as the con- 
servative position.” 

This position, said Hess, 
“says that it opposes the state 
and it does, theoretically, but 
. . . when it comes to anticom- 
munism, the conservative posi- 
tion is that the state should have 
every power in the world, up to 
and including the right to exe- 
cute people.” 
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